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Our Place. Our Council. Our Future.

Friends of Noosa - Noosa Biosphere Assoc - Noosa Parks Assoc - EDV Residents Group

Noosa Independence Alliance Newsletter No. 7 February 2012

Dear NIA Supporter

Welcome to the 7th Edition of the NIA Newsletter and the first for 2012.

You can make a difference right now by forwarding this newsletter to a friend.
We are looking forward to working together with you to Free Noosa.

Noel Playford
Spokesperson
NIA

ARTICLE: “A NEW NOOSA COUNCIL - WHY BOTHER?”

This is the first of a number of articles from the NIA Independent Chairman,
Noel Playford that will appear in the Noosa News over the coming months.
As these will be published fortnightly, we will send out these via our
newsletter so our supporters are up to date about what is being talked
about.

A lot has happened to Noosa since the 1960s. The population has increased almost
tenfold, there is far more employment, we have fown water, sewerage, far better
community facilities, and we can buy most things we need locally.

But even backin 1960 some locals recognised that a price would be paid for
unfettered development. So began a long history of community agitation. Over the
next 50 years a major aim of many dedicated locals was to preserve and protect
those areas that give Noosa its special character.

By the late 1980s the maijority of residents understood that tourism, the main driver of
our local economy, was heavily reliant on the natural beauty of the Noosa region. It
was tacitly agreed that the price to be paid for any development was too high if it
threatened our most important asset.



etc.

Accordingly, much of the region’s natural
heritage is now preserved, and development has
been far better managed than in most other
coastal communities. We now have an important
niche tourism market as well as a great place to
live.

While the general community led the way in
protecting Noosa's natural character, our local
Noosa Council played a critical role in ensuring
growth didn’t make Noosa just another city by
the sea. Deliberate planning decisions resulted in
low population density, low rise buildings, traffic
planning designed to avoid intersection lights, no
parking meters, restricted public signage... etc

Now the results of 50 years of effort are at risk because of amalgamation, and a
regional council that's made a decision to “normalise” us. In practice, that means
changing many of the things that Noosa people have worked so hard for, and
replacing them with a one-size-fits-all model. We aren’t like Maroochydore or
Caloundra yet, but it could be on the way unless we get a local council back.

That's because the biggest risk of all is the loss of our Noosa Plan. Developed from
the ground up by the Noosa Shire community, its special provisions match the
population potential to the capacity of our resources. It will not survive
amalgamation info a Sunshine Coast Plan. Although some elements might remain,
the fundamental rationale underpinning the Noosa Plan will disappear in favour of
the mindset of those living south of the Maroochy River.

If decisions about our local future continue to be made by a regional council based
in Nambour, what could our part of the Coast look like in 20 years time?2 Probably a
larger population, increased rural subdivision, higher coastal densities, taller
buildings, traffic lights, beach and river congestion, paid parking, and massively
increased signage pollution. And importantly, this “dumbing down" will result in
higher local unemployment and business failures as Noosa loses its special tourism

reputation.

If you feel privileged, like | do, fo live in a community made unique by decades of
effort from passionate residents, you should feel very threatened. Once lost, the
Noosa we know and love can never be recovered.

Congratulations to all out lucky winners. NIA raffled 14 prizes, ranging from fine art
and jewellery to restaurant meals and signed cookbooks. These prizes, worth a total
of $4,000 were the result of generous donations by individuals and businesses who
support the Noosa de-amalgamation cause.
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2nd prize
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Kristie Crothers

Kevin Roos
Dan Hauville
Fay Patrick

Peter Brown

Kylie Nethercote
Xan Nunn

Olaf Behrens

Keith Gilbert
Darren McEwan

Al Barnes

Heather Matthews
Peter Brown
Michael Thompson

Large painting by Michael Whitehead donated by Jive Art &
Design

Vase donated by Isabella’s Fine Antique Jewellery

Ring donated by John Chester-Freeman

2 small paintings by Michael Whitehead donated by Jive Art &
Design

Lunch at Icebergs

Bottle of Louis Roderer Champagne when dining at Wasabi
Lunch at Wasabi (Friday or Sunday)

Cookbook (Balance & Harmony) donated by Neil Perry
Cookbook (Good Food) donated by Neil Perry

Glass Bowl donated by Jive Art & Design

Voucher for Zachary's Pizza

Colours of Noosa & Colours of the Sunshine Coast

Book "Gems of a Generation”

Book "Gems of a Generation”






